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the fruits of the earth. If the harvest prove
abundant, they gain a handsome reward, but if it is
unfortunate, they take it from them, and cut off their
heads. Thus those who engage in this profession
risk everything to gain everything. Inother respects
their life is very idle; they have no other con-
venience than that of fasting and dancing with a
pipe in their mouth, full of water and pierced like a
watering-pot, which they blow into the air on the
side where the clouds are thickest. In one hand they
hold the sicicouet, which is a kind of rattle, and in
the other their spirits, which they stretch out toward
the clouds, uttering frightful cries to invite them to
burst upon their fields.”

If it is pleasant weather for which they ask, they
do not use these pipes, but they mount on the roof
of their cabins, and with their arms make signs to
the clouds, blowing with all their strength, that they
shall not stop over their lands, but pass beyond.
When the clouds are dissipated according to their
wish, they dance and sing about their spirits, which
they place reverently on a kind of pillow; they
redouble their fasts, and when the cloud has passed,
they swallow the smoke of tobacco, and hold up
their pipes to the Sky.

Although they never show any favor to these Char-
latans, when they do not obtain what they ask, yet
the profit they receive is so great, when by chance
they succeed, that we see a great number of these
Savages who do not at all fear to run the risks. It
is to be observed that he who undertakes to furnish
rain never engages to procure pleasant weather.
There is another kind of Charlatans to whom this
privilege belongs, and when you ask them the reason,



